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2007 School Board Elections. Fewer New Board Members

Jim Hays, KASB Research Specialist

School board elections this year made history as the fewest number of new board members were
elected to school boards, in ayear in which four seats per board would normally be up for election, since
statewide record keeping began in 1973. Of course, part of that reduction in numbersis due to the
consolidations of several districts. About two-thirds of current board members sought re-election, and
about 85% of those who ran for re-election to the board won. Statewide there will be only 536 new
members of boards of education on July 1, 2007, out of the 2,068 board positions among the 296 USDs
in Kansas. If there iswidespread dissatisfaction in Kansas with public schools, as some criticsin public
office, agenda driven interest groups and the media would have us believe, it is not reflected in the
attitudes of voters over the past ten years.

The following chart shows the results of elections over the past ten years, and the average of
board member percentages since 1973:

Average
1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 Since 1973
Positions : Election 957 1,247 984 1,237 962 1,218
CURRENT BOARD
MEMBERS:
Did not File 364 393 335 418 307 413
% 37.6% 31.5% 34.0% 33.8% 31.9% 33.9% 34.8%
Defeated: Primary 15 26 8 6 9 8
% 1.5% 2.1% 0.8% 0.5% 0.9% 0.7% 1.6%
Defeated: General 107 167 95 118 75 115
% 11.0% 13.4% 9.7% 9.5% 7.8% 9.4% 11.1%
Re-elected 483 661 546 695 571 682
% 49.9% 53.0% 55.5% 56.2% 59.4% 56.0% 52.5%
TOTAL-Current 969 1,247 984 1,237 962 1,218
100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  100.0% 100.0%
ELECTION WINNERS
New Board M embers 474 586 438 542 391 536
% 49.5% 47.0% 44.5% 43.8% 40.6% 44.0% 47.5%
Current Board Members 483 661 546 695 571 682
% 50.5% 53.0% 55.5% 56.2% 59.4% 56.0% 52.5%
TOTAL-Winners 957 1,247 984 1,237 962 1,218
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0%




Normally four members are elected at one election and three at the next election two years | ater,
all serving four year terms. 2007 election results should be compared with 2003 and 1999 and similar
previous elections. The fact that 1,218 positions were reported statewide as open for election, slightly
more than four per board, can be accounted for by vacant positions and elections to fill the remaining two
years of unexpired terms.

KASB has data on school board elections since 1973. Only twice during that period, 1977 and
1993, have the majority of the winners of school board e ections been new board members. In all other
years, incumbents outnumber new board members, even though over one-third of them do not seek re-
election.
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There will be 536 new board members taking office in July 2007. When added to the 391 new
members elected in 2005, atotal of 927 board members will have two years or |less experience on the
board at that point. This percentage, 44.8%, is also somewhat higher than it might have been several
years ago.

Men and Women on School Boards

Of the total number of 2007-08 elected school board members, 608 or 29.4% will be women.
This continues a pattern of slight decline in the percentage of women school board members.

Pattern of Boards:
Women Men Number of USDs Women Men
0 7 28 0 196
1 2 1 1 2
1 6 83 83 498
2 5 83 166 415
3 4 60 180 240
4 3 29 116 87
5 2 10 50 20
6 1 2 12 2
7 0 0 0 0
Totals 296 608 1,460
Percentages 29.4% 70.6%

This Bulletin is being sent to board presidents and superintendents. It will also be available at
New Board Member Workshops. For extra copies, call the KASB Research Department (800-432-2471)
or email research@kasb.org.



