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2009 School Board Elections: Historical Trends Continue  
 

Jim Hays, KASB Research Specialist 
 

 School board elections this year stuck to the historical percentages of winners and losers, with a 
slight upturn in the numbers of new board members elected in a year in which there are normally three 
contested seats per board.  While more board members decided to “call it a day” this year and not file for 
re-election those who wanted to continue their board service were returned to their boards by the voters 
in record percentages.  Seven out of every eight incumbents (509 out of 584 or 87.2%) who sought re-
election won.   
 
 The following chart shows the results of elections over the past ten years, and the average of 
board member percentages since 1973: 
 
 

 
1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 

Average 
Since 1973 

Positions : Election     1,247        984     1,237        962     1,218        943  
CURRENT BOARD 

MEMBERS:        
Did not File 393 335 418 307 413 359  

% 31.5% 34.0% 33.8% 31.9% 33.9% 38.1% 35.0% 
Defeated: Primary 26 8 6 9 8 3  

% 2.1% 0.8% 0.5% 0.9% 0.7% 0.3% 1.5% 
Defeated: General 167 95 118 75 115 72  

% 13.4% 9.7% 9.5% 7.8% 9.4% 7.6% 10.9% 
Re-elected 661 546 695 571 682 509  

% 53.0% 55.5% 56.2% 59.4% 56.0% 54.0% 52.6% 
TOTAL-Current      1,247        984     1,237        962     1,218        943  

 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
ELECTION WINNERS        

New Board Members 586 438 542 391 536 436  
% 47.0% 44.5% 43.8% 40.6% 44.0% 46.2% 47.4% 

Current Board Members 661 546 695 571 682 507  
% 53.0% 55.5% 56.2% 59.4% 56.0% 53.8% 52.6% 

TOTAL-Winners     1,247        984     1,237        962     1,218        943  
 

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
  



 Normally four members are elected at one election and three at the next election two years later, 
all serving four year terms.  2009 election results should be compared with 2005 and 2001 and similar 
previous elections.  The fact that 943 positions were reported statewide as open for election, slightly 
more than three per board, can be accounted for by vacant positions and elections to fill the remaining 
two years of unexpired terms. 
 
 KASB has data on school board elections since 1973.  Only twice during that period, 1977 and 
1993, have the majority of the winners of school board elections been new board members.  In all other 
years, incumbents outnumber new board members, even though over one-third of them do not seek re-
election. 
 

New Board Members and Current Board Members:  Election Winners Since 1973
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 There will be 436 new board members taking office in July 2009.  When added to the 536 new 
members elected in 2007, a total of 972 board members will have two years or less experience on the 
board at that point.  This percentage, 47.3%, is also somewhat higher than it might have been several 
years ago. 

Men and Women on School Boards 
 
 Of the total number of 2009-10 elected school board members, 625 or 30.4% will be women.  
There had been a pattern of slight decline in the percentage of women school board members and these 
results slightly change that pattern upward. 
 

Pattern of Boards:    
Women Men Number of USDs Women Men 

0 7 27 0 189 
0 3 1 0 3 
1 6 67 67 402 
2 5 91 182 455 
3 4 68 204 272 
4 3 30 120 90 
5 2 8 40 16 
6 1 2 12 2 
7 0 0 0 0 

Totals  294 625 1429 
Percentages  30.4% 69.6% 

 
 This Bulletin is being sent to board clerks and superintendents.  It will also be available at New 
Board Member Workshops.  For extra copies, call the KASB Research Department (800-432-2471) or 
email research@kasb.org. 


